Dear Parents, Friday, August 18, 2017

Welcome back! We are excited about looping with our
Kindergarten students and can’t wait To start a new year. Our class
has small additions from other Kindergarfen classrooms or from
ofher schools, so we wanf To Take a few moments To review some
of our routines That will confinue this year.

Routines

e OKie Reports-Each student will bring home a behavior report
every Friday in Their folder. Parenfs sign and return These To The
feacher in the empty folder Monday or the next school day.

e Friday Folders-Students will bring home dll work and notes (unless
they need to be sent home immedidtely) along with a newsletter
every Friday in a plastic colored envelope. Please refurn with
only the signed OKie Report the following school day.

e Birthday tredfs are welcome buf must be prepackaged with
ingredient labels. Please do notf bring any caKes, cupcakes, or
cooKie cakes for birthday fredfs.

e Homework Cadlendars-Beginning in September, students will bring
home a month-long homework schedule much like last year.
Activities will go dlong with The curriculum and be more
sophisticated than last year, but shouldn’t take more than a half
hour (including reading time). There are 2 parts To The
homework calendars in first grade. The mdfh page includes word
problems To use with The main homework calendar. If the
homeworK calendar requires paperworkK, Teachers will send that
home in The Friday Folders the week prior To the assignment.
The calendar will have a place for parent signdfure, and any



paperwork can be dffached to The calendar when if is refurned.
Children who return their homework calendars receive a reward.
Book Logs- Students will choose Their own booKs and check them
ouf in the classroom, and every child will have a book bag with a
book log inside. Completion of The book log involves reading 20
picture books (they don’t have to be from the classrooml) or 20
chapters. Each refurned book log means a sticker on the
incenfive chart, and earning S sfickers means a book prize! The
Pizza Hut Book-It program will resume in October, and the book
logs will count Toward that as well. If you ever need a book log,
you can find it on our websifes!

Filing Buck ets- Oakland Elementary has a school-wide program
that involves The use of paper buckefs To promofe posifive
behavior. Buckefs might be earned for positive behavior in the
classroom, The bus, specidl classes, or any other place in OaKland.
Kids who earn bucKets in our classroom get to put marbles in our
marble jar. On Friday, the Teacher picks two paper buckefs
from the big bucket and Those two Kids gef To choose a prize out
of The freasure bin.

Marble Jar-We puf marbles in a jar as a form of posifive
reinforcement, then take a class vofe to determine the specidl
activity earned when it is filled. When a child earns a bucket they
automdticdlly put a marble in The jar.

Discipline Systems-We are using a new behavior management
tool this year cdlled Clip Up/Clip Down. Every child will have a
clothespin with his/her hame on it and every child will begin the
day clipped onfo the green area. The main difference is that
children can move their clothespins upward and down on the
chart Throughout The day.



The color codes are as follows:

R ed-Outstanding

Orange-Gredt Day

Y ellow-Good Day

Green-Ready fo Learn

Blue-Think About If

Purple-Teacher’s Choice

Pink-Parent Contact

Child of the Day-This person is The line leader and special helper
dll day. Children are selected randomly (except for birthdays!)
but must have earned a green card or higher the day prior.
Free-Choice Center Time-Children who Keep their cards on
green, yellow, orange, or red dll week and finish weeKly
assignments earn free-choice Time df the end of the day Friday!
Shack-We edf lunch df 11:30 This year and plan To confinue to
offer snack in The affernoon. We will send a shack calendar
home letfing you Know which day To send in a shack. Please
remember we have students with peanuf dllergies in our class!
Lunch-The children have more options this year, and will make
their selections first Thing every morning. Options include: hotf
lunch; grilled cheese sandwich; yogurt, cheese and crackers;
sunbutTer and jelly sandwich; salad, turkey and ham sandwich,
lunch from home. This may be confusing for the sfudents for a
while, so please help your child with This process.

Morning Assembly-This begins df 8:55 in the cafeferia each
morning, and we go o our classrooms df 4.00. If students
arrive affer 4:.00, They need o sfop in The office and get a Idfe
slip. Three Tardies resulf in a defenfion. If your child is absent,
please cdll tThe office.



e Schedule:
Monday-LMC 1040-11:20 & PE 1:00-1:30
Tuesday-Music 1:30-2:00
Wednesday-Art 1:00-2:00
Thursday- Music 1:00-1:30 and PE. 1:30-2:00
Friday- PE. 1:30-2:00

e Dismissal-As first graders, The students will go To buses/daycare
vans without escorfs. Please make sure your child Knows their
bus number. If plans change during The day, please send a note,
e-mail, or cdll.

New Procedures:

e JSight Words-Each sfory in our reading series infroduces sight
words. We will review Those during The weeK and add tThem To
our word wdlls. We are difaching a list of those words and will
provide reminders of the upcoming words in our newsletters.
Flash cards will come home every Friday for The subsequent
weekK!

e Whrifing-Instead of journdls this year, we are planning fo work on
one piece/paragraph every week. We will practice wrifing
harrdfive, persuasive, and informative Text, with dll sfudents
writing on the same fopic the same weeK. All wrifing will be
collected and assembled in a writing portfolio and shared df
various times Throughout the year. Students will be held
accounfable for sight words that were previously Taught and
posted. We sfill encourage brave spelling, buf want fo help writers
fransition info more conventional speling. We will also hold them
accountable for punctudtfion and grammar rules previously
faught, beginning early edifing sKills.




o Cenfers-We will feach guided reading lessons each day and while
we Teach guided reading the stfudents will work atf three centers
daily. The cenfers will rofate, and each child will go To each
cenfer Two times a week.

Please feel free to confact me dat KadlitzKya @district87 .org or
you can cdll the office daf 662-4302. You can find additional
informdfion abouf my classroom on my website af

hitp://www KdlitzZKya.w e ebly.com

We look forward To seeing you on orientdtion night on
September S

Lexi Kalitzky & Raquel Loerzel
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